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is also beginning to change local knowledge systems and thereby provide more avenues
for challenging (and for now quietly questioning economic aspects of) Atsabe Kemak
socio-political hierarchies. Thus, if viewing power as discourse, more than local regional
power is evident in the Kemak context. In terms of national language policies and
state ideologies spread through the media, the state’s power on local, regional groups is
evident. While the Atsabe are vociferous about language issues, expressing much dismay
with the Portuguese language choice, at some level they are accepting it, albeit grudg-
ingly. They are also reproducing the power hierarchies and are agents of legitimizing the
power of the state: those who possess the most cultural capital. Furthermore, the global
community via United Nations’ policies and international personnel, who interact with
the East Timorese communities, are also greatly altering not just national but local
regional discourse and power relations. They have affected not just processes of state
building but also the knowledge and ideological systems of East Timor at both national
level discourse and also local, regional level discourse.

The Atsabe Kemalk, like other East Timorese groups, are faced with rapid cultural
adjustments and transformations as they face multiple forces of change as aspects of
recent nationhood and the process of nation-building. They are continually reformulat-
ing their local cultural identity in response to their new experiences through the dynamic
process of nation formation in a globalised world and continue to transform their
discourse of being East Timorese Kemak. Their habitus serves as the strategy-generating
schemata through which to mediate the global with a clear desire to imagine themselves
as ‘new’ members of it. They domesticate the global and thus appropriate the materials
of modernity.



