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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of 

Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936 

(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).  

 

Catalog number:        427 

Name(s) of African providing account:   Gōl = Thomas Klein 

Date account recorded:    1854 

Date account first published:     1854 

Date of entry creation:   27 September 2021 

 

Source:  Account printed on p. 19 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana.  London: Church 

Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.  

 

 

Comments:  

 

Koelle’s remarks (p. 19) –  

 

“Bute is west of Kepare, east of Mber, south Mfum, and within three weeks’ journey from the 

Phula country Adama.”  

 

 

Text of Account: (see facsimile below)  

 

p. 19 

 

“Bute.*-- From Gol, or Thomas Klein, born in the town of Kue, where he was taken in war by 

the Phula, who are there called Tebese, in about his nineteenth year. They soon sold him to the 

Hausas, who brought him to Yoruba and sold him to the Portuguese. He has been in Sierra Leone 

three years, with only one boy and one girl of the Bute country.”  

 

 

* Referring to the spoken language of Gol.  

 

 

(See facsimiles below.)  
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