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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number: 427

Name(s) of African providing account: Gol = Thomas Klein

Date account recorded: 1854

Date account first published: 1854

Date of entry creation: 27 September 2021

Source: Account printed on p. 19 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana. London: Church

Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.

Comments:

Koelle’s remarks (p. 19) —

“Bute is west of Kepare, east of Mber, south Mfum, and within three weeks’ journey from the
Phula country Adama.”

Text of Account: (see facsimile below)

p. 19

“Bute.*-- From Gol, or Thomas Klein, born in the town of Kue, where he was taken in war by
the Phula, who are there called Tebese, in about his nineteenth year. They soon sold him to the

Hausas, who brought him to Yoruba and sold him to the Portuguese. He has been in Sierra Leone
three years, with only one boy and one girl of the Bute country.”

* Referring to the spoken language of Gol.

(See facsimiles below.)



12. Bite.—From Gol, or Thomas Klein, born in the town
of Kiie, where he was takenin war by the Phiila, who are
there called Tebése, in about his nineteenth year. They
soon sold him to the Hausas, who brought him to Yériiba
and sold him to the Portuguese. He has been in Sierra
Leone three years, with only one boy and one girl of the
Bite country.

Remarks.—Bite is west of Képare, east of Mbér,
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Leone three years, and is the only Nyamnyfm.
Remarks.—Gérika, the Dsiriwa capital, is three

days' journey from Busi, where the Pilé “ Yikiba "

resides, to whom Dgiriwa is tributary. Dsirawa is

his nineteenth year, and sold to Abébére, i.e. Hausa,
for a horse. He was one year on his journey to the
sea, and has been four years in Sierra Leone, with three
countrymen. He has a little impediment in his speech,
so that I am doubtful whether a certain sound is the
English “th,” or “2.” or “s.”

Remarks.—KGro is west of Potiki and Lipia
south-cast of Adima, south of N'giadidsé, north of
N-gla Kéturks. Also four days' journey from Bisa,
two days from Mida, four days from Gbili, and
one week from Niipe; from ‘Abébére, i. e. Hausa, one
week, and, e. g, from Kino two weeks, and three wecks
from Mindara.

4. Him, or Dsihim, or Fiham, called “Dsiba™ by
the Piras, Lm&m—hmhé&nn,w(iaorgv
Harding, of Freetown, born in the town of Ridsil,
where he was taken in war by the Piras seven years
ago. He is now about thirty years of age, and has been
in Sierra Leone three and a-half years, with three
countrymen.

Remarks.—Ridsil is nearly one day's journey from

a long range of mountains (dsidsdli, i.e. mountain;
tsét, i.e. hill) Ham is situated east of Kéro; also
one day's journey from Fikoi’, two days from Gbili,
four days from Pira, i.e. Hausa, two days from Fai, and
one day from Fimgé. The Hims call the Phiila
“Fito,” and are stiled by them “ Kifiri."
5. Akurikura,—From ‘Otu, or John Macauly, of Water-
loo, born in ‘Atim-Némiinu, whence he was sold in
about his fifteenth year to the Akurikura town
“ Agurigor,” where he grew up, married, and had a child
about eight years of age when he was sold to the
Spaniards. He has been in Sierra Leone twenty years,
with about six individuals, who, like himself, were
brought to Akurikura as slaves, and thus learnt the
language.

Remarks. — Agurigor is situated on the river
Oiowo, i.e. Kilabi. Akurikura is west of ‘Abiri,
where a different language is spoken ; east of “Afia,
wbenﬁq-pak‘lho.

6. 'Okiim.—From Otsétse, or John Davis, of Freetown,
born in Ofésém, where he lived till about his twenty-
second year, when he was kidnapped, and at the end of
one year sold to the Portuguese. He has been in Sierra
Leone thirty years, with a few countrymen remaining.

Remarks.—'Okim is situated west of ‘Atim, as
the ‘Qkims call Ekimtulifa and some other peigh-
bouring countries; east of ‘Alike and “Odsénye;
also near “ldsimiwur, Usibo, ‘Hteriga, ‘Ola, and

- !.M Otén, or Sam Pratt, of Freetown,
- born in the town of Ndiiro, where he lived till about his
k&vW”*hﬂﬂ”h“ﬂ

the capital, where he was &
for a debt of his father’s, and sold. After a two years'
stay in Kalabi, he was brought to Sierra Leone, where
he was at once enlisted as a soldier, which he has been
now nearly twenty years. He has one countryman in
Sierra Leone, and two on the Island of Ascension.
Remarks—N'ki is east of Ekimtulifu, west of
Bidse, where the same language is spoken, also west of
BAbi, which has a different language ; north of Mambi ;
south of Bénére, where also N'ki is spoken.
9. Kimbili.—From K in Waterloo, born in the town
by the Phiila when
and is now about sixty.
born in Magfuita, was
e kidnapped, and isnow about
are at present about fifteen Kambalis

in Sierra Leone.
Remarks.—} is two days' journey from
Riba on the Kimbili is west of Ghbiki,

10. Alége.—From ‘Obe-, or Sally Thomas, of Wellington,
born in the village of Migbe, nearly a day’s journey
from Alége, the Alége capital, where she was sold
by relatives in about her fifteenth year. After a stay
at Obine of one and a-half years, she was brought to
Sierra Leone, where she has now been thirteen years,
with only one countryman, who has forgotten part of his
language, but was p and assisted her when she gave
me the specimens,

Remarks.—Alége is four days' journey from
Obine; west of Mirgs, with a different language ;
east of Alirkiie, also with a different language.

11. Pénin.—From Déwo, or John Smith, of Regent, born
in the town of Ndikore, where he also married and
lived for two years. He has been in Sierra Leone about
thirty years, with six countrymen.

Remarks.—Pénin is east of Pindem, west of Dibé-
tirom; also near Bisa, Mbiw, and Pisjr. In Pénin
most of the men are naked, but the women cover them-
selves with leaves before and behind.

12. Bite.—From Gl, or Thomas Klein, born in the town
of Kiie, where he was takenin war by the Phiila, who are
there called Tebése, in about his nineteenth year. They
soon sold him to the Hausas, who brought him to Yériiba
and sold him to the Portuguese. He has been in Sierra
Leoue three years, with only one boy and one girl of the
Bite country.

Remarks.—Bite is west of Képare, east of Mbér,
south of Mfium, and within three weeks' journey from
the Phiila country Adima.

13. Miiriindo or Barimdo.—From Bira, or George Bailey,
of Freetown, born in the town of "Okiima, one day’s
Jjourney from the sea, where he lived till his nineteenth
year, when he was kidnapped and sold. He has been
four years on the Island of Ascension, and eighteen
years in Sierra Leone, with about a dozen of his country-
pqh.hnvxkbciqmdﬂ-.

ks.—Bériindo borders on the sea, and is situate
west of Mbiriike, cast of “Ire, i.e. Kilabd, and of Usile.

4. Undiza.—From Yipinda, or Martha Pratt, of Lomley,
born in the town of Péme, in the Ubigwe District,
whence she was removed when a child to the very
lengthened town of Nsigadiwapei, where she was taken
in war, when her first child was just able to walk. She
was about ome year on her journey to, and now about
ten in, Sierra Leone, where she is the only individual
of Undiiza.

Remarks.—Undiza is west of Undimba. It is also
four days’ journey from Bitéke, where cannibals reside,
one day from Bindginama, one day from “Ung6mu, and
“bmw*-ﬁmhﬁ
direction towards the sea.




This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/

	Entry Nr. 427 Gol
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1647975604.pdf.MgKEh

