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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of 

Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936 

(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022). 

 

Catalog number:        410 

Name(s) of African providing account:   Bémbi = William Davis 

Date account recorded:    1854 

Date account first published:     1854 

Date of entry creation:   24 September 2021 

 

Source:  Account printed on p. 15 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana.  London: Church 

Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.  

 

 

Comments:  

 

Koelle’s remarks (p. 15) –  

 

“Wodsimbumba is one and a-half day’s journey from the sea. Pangela is west of Balundo east of 

Lumbe and Lamborrgo; also near Katumbela and Viye.”  

 

Text of Account:   

 

p. 15 

 

“Pangela (wrongly spelt Benguela).*-- From Bembi, or William Davis, of Freetown, born in the 

town of Wodsimbumba, where he was sold in about his twenty-eighth year, because his family 

had been accused of having occasioned the king’s death by means of witchcraft. He has been six 

years in Demerara, where he had a great many countrymen, and eleven years in Sierra Leone, 

where he has only ten. He thinks that Pangela is also, to some extent, understood in Balundo, 

Viye, Siwula, and Lubolo.”  

 

* Referring to the language Bembi spoke.  

 

 

(See scans of originals below.)  
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