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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number: 407

Name(s) of African providing account: N’Goénga = John Wilhelm

Date account recorded: 1854

Date account first published: 1854

Date of entry creation: 24 September 2021

Source: Account printed on p. 14 of S. W. Koelle, Polyglotta Africana. London: Church

Missionary House, Salisbury Square, Fleet Street, 1854.

Comments:

Koelle’s remarks (p. 14) —

“Yorrk is two day’s journey from Kilomp, the Kasands capital, and four hours form the river
Lui, a tributary of the Koango. It comes from the Norrgu country, and flows down to Hol.

Kasands is west of Sinds and Lunda, i.e. Ruunda, with different languages; east of Mbondo, also
speaking a different language.”

Text of Account:

p. 14

“Kasands, by the Sourrgos and N’golas called ‘Kassandsi.’*-- From N’gonga, or John Wilhelm,
of Freetown, born in the town of Yorrk, where he was kidnapped in about his twenty-eighth year.

Afterwards he was two years in the hands of the Portuguese, and thirteen years in Sierra Leone,
where he has five countrymen.”

* Refferring to the language N’gonga spoke.

(See scanned facsimiles below.)
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6. Bapfili, on the coast. Three months' journey to the
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people clothe themselves in black monkey-skins.

2 Bambéte.—From ‘Okiri, or Andrew Parker, of Lomley,
born in the town of ‘Akiira, where he lived to about his
sixteenth year, when he was sold, because his mother had
run away with him from his father. On his way to the
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