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Assessing tne Mass Mediats
Handling of

Religious ang Moral Issues

Jim Killam
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Introduction
=tiroduction

& good deal af criticism from the political right and the re-
ligious right. Thesge eriticisms deal with subjeats ranging from
the content of the news itself to the personai beliefs ang values
of media menmbers, The religicus right in particular hag attacked
the mediz for being “hiasegn against paople with moral and re-
ligious worig views. The Eroup claims that the media consistently
mishandle stories dealing witp religious or moral jissyes,

At issue ig the tremendoys Power of the media. In his
article, "mpe High Cost of Free Speach, " Richard McKenzie dia-

cussed thig Perceived powep: "Both the bolitical lert and po-

interpreteq bY others,,.as the power 4o influence Public events

and, thereby, ag the power to coerce."l

then g great responsibility exists: g report on a33 things

fairly and accurately, Criticisms of the medig jipn this ares should

whether the criticismg gre valid, ‘ang i they are, +q Suggest
metheds or improvement in covering religious ang moral issues.

The assessment, of Fourse, will pe subjective. and the report



media higs,

i. The Basig for the Criticism
TS—===a® 1or the Criticism

A 1980 Gallup poll indicated that 38 percent of the
total United States Population claimeg to be born-again Chris-

tians--emphasizing 4 personal relationship with Jesus Christ

Population aoyld be considered part of the Christian Eolitical
right, in which he ineluded the "moderately right" as well as

the “far right."2

Tigures tgo high, the group has certainly become a Polities]
force to he reckoned with in the 1980s. Based On a variety of
religious ang moral issues, along with traditional conservative
rolitics, the Christian right has reflented Somewhat gf » change
in attitude for many People. Burion Yale FPines, Commenting on
the Gallup Pell, saig that »...In Many respects, the Christian

right's agenda and the fulminations of the Ireachers mirror 4
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broad disquiet, even anger, that has Spread across the United
States."3

A good portion of that anger has heen directed at Amepr.
ica's mass media, which some charge with being far from repre~
sentative of the general publie. The media, especially the
"prestige media,” ars offen accuseq of holding predominately
liberal, anti-moral anpg anti-Chrietian values. And because or
their power ang influence, their Views are said te "choke oyte
all other political angd religious viewpoints, Writing in Com-
mentary magazine, Joseph Kraft remarked, "The Pluraligtic model
Of an unbiased system depends uron the persons in the news medig
being broadly Fepresentative, The theory was that BVery wview

would find some 2Epression, some Sympathetie bresentation across

Results of g study by sociclogists §. kebert Lichter
and Stanley Rothman suggest that Kraftrg assertment was correct,
In 1979 ang 1980, the +two conducted 240 hour-long interviews
with journalists and broadeasters at "the most influential media
outlets,» including the New York Times, the Washing+ton Post,
the Wall Street Journal, Newsweel, Lime, U.g. Hews and World
Report, ang the news departments at CB3, NBG, ABC ang PBS.V
Employees at all levels, fron reporters +ta tep eXxecutives, were

interviewed. Seventy-gix Percent of those contacted by Lichter



Results of the study found, mich to the dismay of the
Christian right, a distinctly Secular outlogk among those syr-
veyed, Exactly half zgig they had no religious affiliation,
while 88 bereent saig they seldop I never attendeq worship
services of any kind, Fourteen berecent sgig they were Jewish,
with 23 Percent having been raigsed in Jewish households {about
2.5 percent of the total .3, Pepulation ig Jewish), Another
20 percent ldentifieq themselveg a8 Protestant, Compared to 67
percent of +he papulation, ang 16 percent was Catholie, as ap-
pesed o 22 pereent of the population.6

The huge Zap in the Percentage o Frotestantg would
account fop Some of the enmity between the Christian right,
mast of whom gre Protestant, and the "madis elite." Tne two
ErOuUDE are algg 2t odds over Zocial issues, the study reveglad,
"' . .Members of the medig emerge sz Strong Supperters of Sexual
freedom or permissiveness, and ag hRatursl Oppotients of groups
like the (Christian-oriented) Morsl Majarity...,“ Lichter ang
Rothman wrote.?



isg morally wrong.s

rest of the public, Fifty-four bercent placeg themselvaes to the
left of Political center, ang anly 19 percent placed themselves
to the right.9 Predictably. the study was algo used by business
People 23 a pasis for accusing the medis of holding an anti-

business bias, While the study did not Suggest this, such mags -

zines gs Business Horizons diq; "The indirect evidence strongly
== Mortzons

Linda, Produced more diSCDmforting resulte for conservatives.
The Columbia Journalism Review's "non—partisan" comaentary op
media coverage of Political ang 3ocial issges Was interpreted
to be decidedly liveral in outlook-~despite the magazinerg dis-
claimer that, "The Review does net and must not espouse directly
or indirectly any cause except that of honegt, fair, ang enter-
rrising Journaiisn, IT it ever APPEArs to he "lefty o 'right:
oY committed +o any 'ism,' it hag gone out of boundg, w11

The researcheps coded 1,895 stories that evaluated medigy
Coverage af Society ang Politics. of these, 79 percent "refleoted
a liberal Perspective, 8% compared witp 12 perecent conservative

and eight pPercent non-partisan Derspectives,



"CJR seems unaware that +he views ang ceriticisms egpoused
in its Fages are informed by any woridview at all,” +the pe.
Searchers wrotea, *Tet its articles rarely practice the norms
of 'objective' op *value-free* Journalism that jts editorials
Préach,” they wrote. The article concluded with the warning,
"If the nation's Premier presg eritic lacks the capacity for
self-criticism, the Profession of Journalism will surfer the
consequence.“12

Not only have the mediats beliers been subject to erit-
icism, but 20 have their methods , Human Events, g conservative
weekly newspaper, complained recently that the media do g poor
job of choosing sources for stories involving controversial
issues. For instance, it wasg reported at +he 1984 Republican
Nationgj Convention that many wamen there were anti-Reagan and
might lagve the party. =g, (the reporter) found the usual hand-

full or dissidents, apg made it intg a4 big story...He Was wrong,

Steinenm +o &8t their 'gender gap?t reading."13
The Newspaper alse accused the medis orf being unfair
to the political right (although this is hardly Surprising,

cansidering the Newspaper*'s point of view). Media criticism of



tributed sueh “inconsistencies" to the presg: narrow-mindedness,
Carter wrote in a Newsweel guest editorial that the wedia re-
ceive all of their news from "designated nessengerg, v including

"in-houze radigals.m Because the media are s+i1] relatively

misunderstood or ignoreqd, "Only recently has Jerry Falwel1 been
Portrayed as something more complex, and significant, than a
redneck exploiter of redneck ¥ahoos (this wag 1981}, The futile
Pretense of omniscience in the news magazines gg they Struggle

to eaton up with each great shift in public mood is the dead

Carter Suggested that more reportepg be assigned g
non-traditionay beats, ineluding religious revival, "What those
reporters fing should pe given adequate sSpace and time, rather
than be ugeq as back—of—the~book wWraparounds for the adg," he

addeq,

aspeect of Jimmy Carter's lire than are the people who are trying

to explaipn it to them,» Powe1l wrote. *. ..There have heen Stories



treme, not necessarily againg+ (Carter), but based op what I

take to be g general distaste for relisiopsg faith, 15

2. _The Mediats Handligg of Religious ang Moral Issyes
If the Lichter«Rothman study is it would

any indication,

not hbe Surprising to learn that, as many Christians claim, mep-
bers of the media are biased against--opr ignorant of--religion.
A 1982 editorial in Religigus gggégggggigg Magazine complaineq
that the Press gives coverage to syeh subjects gg Sewage tech-
nology or the Sensory paths of lobsters, but rarely discusses
religion seriougly. The author of tha editorigl, Robert Niklaus,
criticized the media for theipr non-coverage or evenis which,
if they were anything but religious, would be considereq NEws -
worthy, For instance. Niklaug wrote, +the Presz ignored the fact
that 17,000 college Students attended g missionary conferenae
at Urbana, Iii,, during thejr Christmag breaks. Haq there beer
a similay gathering for any secular Purpose, he maintained,
the event would have received g Zcod dezl of coverage.l

Wes Pippert, an Evangelical Christian who iz a correg-
bondent fopr United Prezg International. offered thig criticisn
in the same editorial: wy large Segment or good Journzlists
Simply +turn off moral information. It's as ir they were tone

dear in this ares, They don'+ wnderstangd the Judeo-Christian



the headlines and the opening Paragraphs to "dissenters ang
Secularizers, » while allowing religiong orthodoxy a "token voipen
near the end. Hitcheock also wrote, "The mags media distort

religion in g Very fundamental way, Properly nderstood , religion

bermeates 5131 of existence, The media, however, tengd to notice
it only when it generates controversy...which is easily undep-

Stood in Zecular terms. .,

of' the religious op mworal subjects they cover., 1+ they do he-
lieve strongly one Wiy or another, chances ape good that they

have heen educated mainly from one point of view, Therefore,

their ignerance +q me entire side of an issuye,
If the criticisms are ¢orrect, ang many members of the

media do not understand religion, then it jig hardly Surprising

News, wrote in Eternitx magazine that, "Because the American
hews media have ne seliq, self-conscions set of values, they

tend o refiect the cultural trends of the day, often failing



developed world view."4 Thus, the problem, he sald, is less
one of malice than it is one of ignorance.

Pulliam alze 2aid the Problem is most evident in Stories
where divine intervention in a problem is claimed, "For example,
4 Christian drug rehabilitation program, Teen Challenge, ig
seldom accurately deseribed Or even mentioned in stories on drug
treatment, yet in some clties it ig e of the most Successiul
Programs going, It woyld be hard to explain the Success of Teen
Challenge apart from the Erace of God and the Holy Spirit, in
the eyes of the world, the People who run the brograms just
don't qualify."5

Other Christians, including the Rev, Jerry Falwell, have
made simjilar criticisms, Falwell, in his Fundamentalist Journai,
asked why 50, 000 People on g Pro-life mareh thrcugh Lond on went
Wnoticed by the mediz, even by ipe London Times, despite the
belief that the demonstration was the largest in London's his-
tory.6 Similarly, Tim LaHaye, in hig book, The Hidden Censors,
complaineg that the media ignered a gathering of 300,000 Christians
for prayer in Washington, D,C.--the Second -largest crowd in the
Distriet or Columbia ‘s history.?

Pulliam's observation 2bout reporters failing to ask
pPenetrating queétions in religious or moral-story interviews
Surfaces again in | Christianitl Today artiple, In discussing
the "one-sidedness" by the press about abortion, Rodney Clapp



'Is abvortion morally wrong and are You opposed?' The politician
could answer, *T am personzlly opposed, but Pro-choice when I
legislate on the matter,: This standard answer, containing 1g-

gical holes the size of +tne Grand Canyon, would cause reporters

it was meekly accepted, reportorial notehooks slamming shut
quicker than mousetraps.”8

Some charge the medis with Presenting distorted images
of well -known Christians, particularly those who have becone
active in politics. Those doing the ¢omplaining say that because
beople take uneompromising stands either for or against some-~
thing, the media brand them as close-mindeq zealots, They are
treated with ridiculing humor, or ignored. Falwell, for ©Xample,
wrote laHaye, has been Portrayed as &verything from = Book-burm-

ing cult leader to a reincarnated Hitler, LaHaye maintained that

Some media-fueleq misconceptions te light. The media, Falwei]

said, have hung a "Fundamentalist“ label on anyone connected



with the Mors) Ma jority, Fundamentaliets are Evangelicalg who
place inereaged emphasis opn biblical literalisnp and on Chrigt
being the only way to salvation. In fact, the Mora] Majority
is 30 percent Roman Catholie, 20 kerecent Evangelical-Fundamen—
talist, and the remainder g nixture of Mormens, Jews, other
religions ang SOme non-affilisteg conservativeg. Falwell a1gg
Pointed out that the Moral Majority is political rather than
religious im nature--another digtinction the press nay have
failed to make at times.t0

AS eXtreme ang deviant gg the medig may portray the
Moral Majority's Yiews, those Views may be c¢loge +g those of
a majority of Americans, according +o gz 1981 article in Publie
Opinion magazine. With regard to izsyeg such as abortion, homo -~
Sexuality, achoel Prayer, sex education, drugs, pPernography ang
general societal morality, the article dismissed ag hardly de-
batable »g tontention that the Christigy right merely represents
a development on the frings, g movement that Somehow has rock-

eted to Prominence ang Power by Wrapping issues around the oroce

majority."ll
In eontrast, MAny of those Same people see Journaligts

as being in 9ppogition g those values, gag the Lichter~Rothman



study hints, Former New York Times correspondent Bop Slosser,
intervieweq on the Christian television program, The 70g Clup,

defined religious faith as an "anchor, " adding that teo many

3. _Is therea a "liberal~humanist Conspiracysv

Christian author Franky Schaeffer. not one +o mince

words, wrote in 4 Time Por dnger that the media *dg pot exist

the enemy of religious Principie and alse, becauge of their
vast unelepteq Power, +he rival op the constitutionayz brocesg

and of electeq officiglg, nl Schaefrep later adds_that "The shareg



trols the 'free flow of idea=t iy OUr press almost as surely
as the Communis+ Party controlg the Soviet press. w3

Thus, in one fell Swoop, Schaerfer, while dismissing the

are dismisgseq by many people as fanatie rantings ang ravings,
To an eXtant, they may be, but there alge maYy be some iruth
Sandwiched between the Tockets ' peg glare. Tas be Sura, marny
Christians do feel 2llenateq from the MEE3 medig they depeng
Upan for news--"strangers in theip own land,» gq author Michaei
Novak termed them, ny culture has 80N awry when the guardignsg
of the media 4o not defend the moral resourceg of the nationrs
families, but tres+ them witp indifference and contempt, » Novak

wrcte.s
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tontrary to their own, © Robert Bupms, in g,s, Catholic Magazine,
said the American Deople are manipulated by the media, but w7

do not Suggest the existence of & conspiragy, Nothing of the
80rt. Far frop being o condition Toreced on ug by & band of wili-

ful reporters, j+ ig rather the result of carelessness on the

This apathy has not allowed the media +tq dictate what

Tespectable, ratlional ang true, Thoge exeludeqd from discussion.
or freategd onily in a Negative WAY, are COnversely defined a5
disreputable, irrationsj and false."8

Hitcheogyrg last contention WaS supported by Pamels
Shoemakeprg Tesearch rop Journalisy guarterlx. Shoemaker &xXaminegd
eriticisms that the media "vary theip COvVerage of politieal
Ercups according 4o how different the BT0UDS are fray statys

qua, , . » Groups that aras different from the medigry berceiveg
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the media. However, in ather tases, she added, "Labelling the -

Here 1jeg 5 potentigy Problem. If +the media's ideag of "statys

quo™ differ fpom those of the rest of "the public (as the Lichter-

ity of the publip,

In a relateq topic, Hitcheoek Baid another methoq the

OF a person ig frequEncy of mention-_g Tactor he said tha medig
use Conseiously, “In a mage Society, tg pe ignered ig the worsy

bossibie Tate," he Wrote., 75 pe Noticed jg tantamount to being



i7

to affect changes ip valyeg,ni?

Thus, ir 5 conspiragy op something similar exisgts, it
is with the "gatekeapeyn function of the medig, Information
reaches them, and they have several optiong, Shutting oyt the
information altogether. Passing it op either ip rart op ipn whole,
or interjecting their owp thoughts . Pulliap wrote in Eternitx
magazine that this last option Probably iq not an intentiong;
CCCurrence . "There may not be gz sinister plot 1o slant the news
in an ideological direction, but every reporter brings some Set

°f values ang ASsumptions to bear on 4 Stopry,» Pulliagm wrote, 11

the megis deal with religicys questiong "briefiy, simplistically.

and in g g2tyle which borders on the sensational. {The mediaty)

NEeWs papeys Probvably PaY more 2ttention to "lightep» Storieg-.
PHes that give them g chuckle op that give them Something 1,

talk ahoyt when they get 1o Work--than they'pay to the infrequent
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Pulliam said many journalists strive fop value-free
Journaligm in the name of ObJjectivity, but in doing so become
more hiased, "Hews Judgment that has pne philosophical bagis ip
absolutes pr ethics wily tend tg affirm the New over the old, »

Pulliam wrote < This could, in Part, explain the overwhelming

an underlying System or values, according tg David Breese jn
Religions Broadcasting. "Few things are MmOre pathetip than tpe
attempt or the Burely Seculspr commentator, wha believes in no
doctrine of’ objective value, +q declare why he believeg abortion,

futhanasig or school DPrayer aye ‘right or ‘'wrong, v» Breese

Breese, then, believes, as doeg Slosger who was quoted
earlier, that "choosing God is not choosing 2 side,n By exclud-
ing moray values frop reporting, they S3iqg, many journalists
misg gz vital part op Some issues, partioularly those that are

religious op moral jin nature,

5. Do Persongi Beliars Enter News 3tories?
In hig book, Intergretative Reporting, Curtig MaoDougall

implieq that absolyts objectivity is impossible for Anyone,

including journalists. Irue, Teporters tan bhe impartial



A study by JOUrnal i gm Uartery revealed three variableg
by which Teporters determine the roles of sourceg in theip Sto~
riez; Prominence, dominanee and within-story dominanee, Promi-
nenee referg t, 2 partienlay Dersonts frequency of mentioy in

a2ll mediz, Dominance is a Person'g tendency 1o he Juoted rathep

information. Within-stary dominance iz a Persanr's tendency to

and thus, bias ig ore likely 4 be Perceiveq,

Niklaus wrote in Religiong Broadcastin that, "The medig
.___E____._________E

Suffer from 5 Flaw gs basic azg human nature : they tog have their
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they pass gp bears theip image."3

Fulliam'g article Supported this view. He too saigd that
objectivity is impossible. becayge, "It ultimately rests on
the falge notion that the ecan operate free gf values.™ He added
that fairness, the alternative most Jjournaligis give for objee-

tivity, ig bossible, put does not produce taty] neutrality.u

wrote that gne cannot opergte free of values, hyut does that
MEan one cannot do anything, including write aboy+ a4 sensitive
topic, without bringing his or her Personal values inte the

gtary? Mary Journalistg Would argye that "value-freg Journaligpn

&. The Medigrg Eesponse

Interestingly encugh, Fublic Opinion Magazine ~-the Same
one thgt Publisheg the Lichter-Rothman study~-nope recently
Publisheq an articie refuting the ideg that the medig zre dom-
Inatag by liberais, Author Edwin Diamong Pointed oyt that the
two mogt widely Published Syndicateq columnists. James 7, Kil-
Patriek ang George Will, are conserVatives. The +wp biggest
Selling Magazines, Readergr Digest apg IV Guide, are also egn-
fervative in Politieal vutlook, gg are the editorig] Pages op

the two largest~eirculation daily Newspapers ip the U,5,, the
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¥all Street Joupnal and the New York paily News. Diamong added
that Several studies or networik newscasts alge found 1ittle
trace of biag, 1

For example, 5 logy stiudy by Iy Guide (co-authored by
Diamond) of béreceived biag in network newg found less -than in-
criminating evidence, Based on conelusions drawn from study
of 10 congecutive nightly newseasts by ABC, NEBg and GBS, the
researchers Tound that, »phe hard news jg served straight, though

usually with g twist orf Skepticism, on all three networks, v

than they actually ars, Alexander Héig recently wrote,
"It 1is e85y enough to remember, when one jisg grecting the voters
in Indiana, that most Americans do pot read the New York Times
or the Washingtoy Post, or watcp the evening news op ABC, (CBsg

and NBC--or, for that matter, believe everything they reag in
NeWSpapers ang Magazines op watch on television or hear on the

radio,» Halg said that Once a candidate gets to Washington, D.g,,

then of Course, the whole worild is reading it nJ
Many non-eastern Journalists would glsq argue thet the
"media eljtew deseribeg by Lichter and Rothman does not ip any

way Tépresent tpe mediz ag 5 whole, Vastly different results



the rest or Americats Mmedig members,

top, than eritics woylg like to believe, an Bditor & Publisher

did not endorgse g candidate), The 660 respondents +4 the pol1
accounted frop 38.8 bercent of al] daily Neéwspapers, the maga -

zine reported.h But thoge figures may he deceiving, since the

and 29,3 bereent of 313 circulation.5 And they could mean even

lesz in regard tg the Lichter-Rothman study, becausze Newspaper

and, to zope &xtent, editors,
Kraf+t, in Commentarx Magazine, wrote that the medis are
also viewed as being more influentig} than they really are,
The media MY Shape the 1oosely~held views People hold opn dis~
tant, unfamiligy events, he wrote, gyt when i+ comes to what
Counts, +q events that reguire paying or bleeding, People forp
views out of their own fXperience, Thege views tend 1o pe deeply
held, They are virtually immne 4o press angd television."6

Thus, the accusations that the media ape "perverting“
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Furthermore. Evangeliogig hould net ne Surprised g+

the way they are tovered (op ignored) by the media, Even if the

"devianptgw by the media, In Tact, Such treatment May be bhene-

what they bereeive 14 be g leftist, anti-gagd bias are not being



that of 4 Teporter +gq advance thejr commitments."? When Chriz-
tians avoid Seculay journalism for that reason, then 1+t 15 nho
wonder they feej the preasg is biaseq againg+ religion, The gity.

ation becomes g self-fulfilling Prophecy, because none of the

While Christiag media gre expanding. and in gope Caseg

rivalling theip Secyulgye counterparts, they 3till dg hot enjoy



25

of the Dower it claimeg it claimed to have, Rosenberg wrote.
Power, she added, jia self~perpetuating: what is described as

Bowerful may become Powerful rop that reason., Thus, Y. what

& nearly invineipie Juggernany that geemeg to be on the verge

of overwhelming Americap life wl

Proportionats amymt of Eoverage ang influence, Rosenberg wrote,
She alse pointed oyt that Falweljeg Tlamboyant Person-

ality has become 5 Stereotyps for the Bntire Maraz Majority,

she wrote, "We just haven 4 Seen many of them, Perhaps ity
beecause they're relatively Wdramg e and unquotabl*...."z
In his book, The Media Monopclx, Bepn Bagdikian took

the argument g 3tep Turther, fsaying that Some religiang move -
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ings in Los Angeles until the intervention of Hearst ang Iuce, ..
When the rich and powerful control overwhelming access to the
public mind they ean 4upn this impulse into a national movement, ¥
Bagdikian wrote.3

Bagdikian algo c¢harged, in contrast to the Lichter-Roth-
man study, that the media are dominated by conservatives. The
chalin-owned mediz are 30 intertwined with the other companies
owned by the parent corporations that they aect only in the best
interests of thosze companies. This lsads to a pro-business bias,
he sa:‘Ld.‘!’L Bagdikian's ecriticism dces not conpletely counter
those of conservatives, though. His targets are, for the moat
part, media executives rather than all members of the medigz.

Some liberals alsg charge that the Christian right hags
received too much attention, while activities of other religious
groups have gone unnoticed. Perhaps this is because the reli-
glous right has done most of the vecent complaining, and Jjour-

nalism by its nature Pays more attention to the complainers than

te those they are complaining abeut, A study by Public Relations

Review supported this idea: "When ap organization the rressure

group is attacking is Tataliztic in its behavior, functioning
with the media at the suppression level, it is 2asy for the
pressure group to move into the news vacuun with its own infor-

mation," according to the magazine. >
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8. Does Coveragme of Religion Need +o Be Improved©®

Coverage of religious and moral issues has been in-
consistent, While Some religious events are lgnored ap given
back-page treatment, others are tresteq a8 nationsl bhenomena,
For instance, David Sanford of Harper's magazine, in discussing
the 1979 papal vizit 4o the U.3,, said the Press "got swept
up in an-ecumenical wave ang began o behave a2z If he were every-
body's pope and this was one big, monslithie Catheolic nation..."l

On the other hand, Commonwesal editor Peter Steinfels
>UMonwegad

Americans believe in Fod and mray often, byt most of the serious
observations about this eountry are made by the other 10 percent,
Steinfels wrote.2

The Lichter-Rothman 2tudy, while useful, may have been

blown out of Proportion by Christians apd Conservatives, The

media, Tt was, rather, a study or what the researchers conslidered
to be the "media elite n Those views held by the eastern estah-
lishment media have not been proveg to be indicative of those
held by the regt of America's media members.

Still, those media studjied do reach gz largs Proportinn
of Americans, ang do play a rgle in deciding what the news a-

genda will pe, More influential than the New York Times, though,
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are the major news agencies--AP and yPI, Particularly in smaller
newspapers, news agencies are the sole agenda-setters for a1}
non-local news. Hag the Lichter -Rothman study included AP and
UPI, the results would have been more indicative of Americats
media as a whole.

The results of the study should not be discarded, nor
Should they be useq as the sole hasis fop criticism of the media.
They are, however, g starting point for further study. The Lich-
ter-Rothman Questiofis coulg be used in g nere-comprensive Study
of America's media, Along with the "media elite,” major news-

bapers and magazines, as well as smaller Newspapers and individy-

compoaite statisties, plus statistics an regional and circulation-

gize levels, Such a study would be costiy ang time—consuming.

" but would provide far-more accurate readings of medig attitudes,
Even with limiteq research, though, a conflict ig ap-

Parent between some medla members apg religion, Journalists,

who pride themselves op being open-minded and fair, gometimes

give other news .,
To many Journalists, religion ig somewhat of g novelty,

They may know little about it, and have little first-hand ex-



9. How Can the Coverage Be Improved s

LaHaye, in The Hidden Censars, Suggested the need for
media review boards at the local, state ang national levels,
These boards would not papg down binding decisions, but woulg
ZErve ag pressyre £roups, "using the bower of public opinion

to bring about changes in the media, w1 The idea jg similar tg

being staffed by nedia memhers themselves, 83 was the Nawg Coun-
eil, LaHaye advacated appointed boards, representing 4 Cross
S2otion of the Publie, Phoge at the National level could he
aPpointed by +pe president, he added, TaHaye dismisseq the News
Couneilts 4pproach asg being useless, "Asking the media g Polige
themselveg is about as Practical gz asking Jeszse James +g verify

gold at Fopt Knox,* ne wrote 2

died with the News Couneil, But par+ of the Teason for the News
Coungileg death wag non-support from the media, I1f independent
boards wara established, there would be 3 gEreater likelihood

of success, Many jeurnalists would sececuse these boards of being
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Something 4, hide,

Christians and conservatives . “The Ultimate ariswer," he wrote,
"is %o buy televisionfstations and NewWsSpapers, net with the
Purpose of 'do unto then what they've done tg 18, " but to es-
tablish trpe balance ang pluralism."3

A similap approach comes from Sen, Jesse Helmg (R-N.C.),
who, with g groupr called Fairness ip Media, launcheq a campaign
to try to buy 8nough stoek to controi CB3, *the most liberal.

anti-Resgan network.” The idea wag treated by most medis witp

entrepreneyp Ted Turnep was treategd more Seriongly, but to date
Turner hag net gained control (Tupnep has alsp ¢riticizeq CBS
for being too liberzl}, Theoretically, the bossibility remains

an alternative for thoge who are critieal of the current sity-

Perhaps 5 more basic solution——and one that many eritieg
leave behind-~would be for more Christiang and Congervativesg to
enter the Secular media. If they, particularly Christians, are
indeead underrepresented, it has often been by their oWn choice,
A8 Pulliam noted earliep, Christians often eénter the Christian

media, where they can Promote theip CaUse more directly,
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its means of being carried oyt tends to pe viewed as 5 threat,

Journalism's Nature, on the other hang, ig more Pragmatic, Its

define that teprnp differently. Truth fopr a4 Seculay journalist
may change from day to day, while truth fop a Christian is eternal,

in hig eyasz.

the e8tablisheg Mmedig executives gang editors, With more "special.
izts" in religious ang moral igsyes, the media would have +pe
oPPOrtunity i, Present MOTe~informad views, Grantad, those views

could alzsg pe biased in favor of Christianity. Christian writers

journalists—~something that tha media, or g4 least the "medig
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elite," laek today,
A network or nNewspsper takeover by the afore-mentioned

conzervative or Christian groups woylg likely resylt in a re-

that conservatives are now making, and Journalism will have

gained nothing.

Conelusions
==dfiU8lons
A recent ABC-News Viewpoint brogram illustrateg the

of the bolitical gy religious Spectrumg, Instead or intelligent-
1y discussing the chargeg of a liberal hizs in the media, the
two =ides, in the words of moderator feg Koppe1l, "talked blithely

past one another."lﬁoththe media ang their crities wWEre so

what the other gide wag saying, Whethep there ig 2 liberal,
anti~religious bilaz o net, ng brogress wili be made until hoth
Sides admit thay they could he wrong, If ang when that happens,
the resujts of further studies of Perceived meqig bias can pe
evaluated b¥ bhoth sides.

Any consegquent measures taken by the media would have

to be purely voluntary, Critics tend 4o forget that nothing i
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the Constitution says the media must be neutral. As Edith Efron
wrote in her book, Ihe News Twisters, a free press means free
e be biased, if that is the case.? Wnether or not media are
always fair and impartial is up to the conseiences of individu~

al journalists,
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