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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of 

Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936 

(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).   

 

Catalog number:        210 

Name(s) of African providing account:   Boticario = Francisco de Paulo Congo 

Date account recorded:    1831 

Date account first published:     1996 

Date of entry creation:   20 September 2021 

 

Source:  English translation of statement printed on p. 124 in VOICES OF THE 

ENSLAVED IN NINETEENTH-CENTURY CUBA: A DOCUMENTARY HISTORY, edited 

by Gloria García Rodríguez.  Translated by Nancy L. Westrate.  Chapel Hill: University of North 

Carolina Press, 2011. Copyright © 2011 by the University of North Carolina Press. Used by 

permission of the publisher. www.uncpress.org. 

 

 

Comments:    None  

 

Text of Account: 

 

p. 124:  

 

English translation –  

 

“Statement of the fugitive slave Francisco de Paulo Congo, alias Boticario, thirty years old, 

single, carter. 

 

(He responded that he killed Cirilo) for no good reason. . . . He ran away because he was missing 

a leg iron that he had removed without permission. He had been in shackles for running away 

once before. One Sunday he removed it and hid it along with his weeding machete and some of 

his hemp clothing. When he went to look for it to put it on again and go back to work, he found 

that it had been stolen. Fearful of being punished even more, he fled, and that is why he had gone 

missing for eight days before the killing . . .” 
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